-PETITION.-

Georgis, Fulton County.

Tg the city Court of Atlanta:

he peti T W, a wWRz

1L
o

Phat A, W. Barge is a citizen of the County of Fulton.,

")
e

That said A, W. Hange has injured and damaged your petitioner
{n the sum of Tive thousand (5,000.00) dollars, which damage was in-
flicted 4n the manner hereinAalter sat oub.

S: @hat on the Tirst day of December, 1897 the said A. W. Harge
went. before J. B, Dstes, a Hotary Publie and Ix-0f"icio Justice of
the Peace of the 73185t: MMetriet, . M. of CrRmhball cCounty, (eorgia,
and made RITidavit beTare salid Justice of the Peace charging your pe-

titioner with a misdemeanor. Snid arCidavit was clothad in the Tollow=

ing language, Lo wil:

" Supte of Guaorgin,
Cannball County.

Peavsonully s penrald Doalfore me, 0. L. EalsaB, lotary Publio
and Ex=0r . de Po in and for said Counly, ths nroasautor, whose namse
is heareto subsoribal, who on onlh sAays WAL LW the whesl of hia imowl-
odge and belinl Henry Wasas 14 aomalt Uhis of fenss of A misdemeanor in
said cCounly on tha &% day ofov: mbay, 1AO7, and thia dAsvonamt makes
this Arfidavit that A warsant may iasue Cor his arrost,”

Bigned: A, W, linrge,
Sworn W and subs:ribed before me this
iat, day of Dacembar, 1897.
J. BE.Dstes, Y. P. and Ex. 0T e Ju o
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It was admitted as the pleadings set forth that a warrant was
had and that there was an arrvest by an officer and that the plaintiff
was bound over to the Superior Court and ‘that there was an indictment
obtained and that there was a verdidét of wnot guilty. That the copy of
warrant, arrest, commitment, special presentment, verdict of not gullty
are true copies of original and defendant waives certifiad WMMpt

of recori,

B, F, ROBERT 8, Sworn fer plaintify, said:

I was asting ®s Latlils in 1897, of Zanmpbhell County.. Barxge the !
I arrested Waams annd carriaed him before the Jus f.l‘. 4
defendant placed & warrsant in my Romds Rgainsty plainuiff,. Mhere ware)

ticae af the Foace. N
several there,, I dont reanmsmixi' now,— lr. Hauicock I think was present,
Mr. Campbell was therse mnd N or - ouharag, M. Vampltsll was keaping
B store right there aml hs want dowsn Lo tha trinl.

When we arrived bedors the Justdce of tha Panca the gase was
callad. He wantad Lo wadva Lrinl, Wesmnms did.  Well he wanted to

glve bond and waive trial, Wosmas i, and then hin Tixad the bond and
Talled Lo pgilve 1L, The Joaalloo Lold leoygs e Lhought he would have
a 1"ght Lo fix tha bond, and e deid bE would 1ika Tor him Lo make
the bond §200.00 that e didnt want him Lo s looas about there,

The Justice of the Peapon ardd he woudlid hinve the {ght Lo Mx tha bond,
The Justide A4dNL say oxdopl Gkt hs Wought. Ut Lhe prosmaltor had &
right to say whxl the bond alionld be. Varge aald he Aidnt want him
loosa, Ha was sorisar afradd of him he asid, He said that he waas

& 1itile skittish or afraid of him. I saw no aigna of Weems trying to
do anything. The nagro was not hard Lo armMmast, He mads no resis-
tance at any times that I aver saw. Mr. Harge Tixsd tha Bond.

NWeither of them had any l1awyar at Lhes lrial before Judgs Estas, I
Enow that Mr. Barge was domn al the Supsrior Court when thara was a

trial on the indictment. The darky said 1T Mr. Barge would give
20.
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nim ten bushels of corn that, he woula turn the cotton over to him,
yr. Barge sald he wouldnt do 11, fnhat, wag before starting to jail
with him. He 10ld me to go and see ur, Darge and say to him ‘that if
ne would let him have IO bushels of dorn that he woiald let him have
all the balande and Mr. Parge sald he wnul&f&h it.:

Oross Examinstion: E

L. generally remember the most of it if it is not too fer off,
No evidence was introduced at all at the commitbtal Court, Mr., Barge
did not testirfy, Weems aclnowledged to taking the cotton.. He sd-
mitted ‘to the Court that he had mold a bale of cotton. I dont remember
whether anything was said about that payment of rent or not.. Well,,
all thet I remember is Just what |Ir. Barge said as to the amount he
owed. I dont know anything about it. I donts ramemhé;:ﬁiaf he said
Lo mée. He Just come and said he had sold a bale of ddttaﬁ, and he
wanted to waive trial and go to the Superior Courb. He was a tenant
of ilr. Earges, He told me had deliversd cottion to i, Bargs.,
That is what I am speaking about, -that iz all I imow, what he teold me,
that he owed llr. Harge so much, but that he didnt owe bplt so much and
that he had deliversd him so many bales of cobion. That he was bars
and that iMr. Barge wouldnt setile with him and he wasg obliged to have
something to wear. He stated to the Court that he desired to waive
committal. And that he didnt went to go into any trial. Mr. Barge
sugeested $800.00 bond. The magistrate told ir, Barge that he thought
he had a right to say what it was. Ilr. Barge supggested $200,00. He
gave no bnond, I trobtted about with him Tor 24 haﬁrs.b&t He Tailed to
give bondd. He was comnitted. That 4s all you know aboubt it. Mr,

Harge made no efiort to hinder him from giving bond in any way of my

knowledge. I never heard of anything of that sort,

Re-direct examination:

By Mr. Golightly:
T garried him to Jjail. T put him in Jail nyself. Some three or

four months he staid in jail.
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M Yeeus, the Palntift sworn satds
I worked with ir. Harge in 1897,

I worked on halvers, I worked |

Mr., Barges horse. T had six in family. I made 14 1/2 bales of cotton’

and about 160 or R00 bushels of corn. T made 12 loads of corn,

|
Betwae |
}
1F and 20 bushels Lo the load. I was to have half of the crop, that &f
£ PVR
was the contract. ATter I got through laying by I went p to Mpr, " ﬁ!

Barges to see him Lo get my scoount adjusted, had it run §ip and Mr. f

Barge gave me a stalenent of my accoumt and 1t was 8747

L had it down in Campbell County, and it got mispla?bd, in scome fjg
manner, I just dont remember how. My guano wss $%0.00 and .then when I!
commenced gathering my crop I hauled up to Ifr. Barges gin house accord—

ing to the contract between me and 1, Barge the cotton and after T

pald what I owed o(t there would be wwhat remained mine on tha crop

after we divided the crop and I sajid I wanted Id.,
ried to lr.

¥very wask I tar-

Barge two bales of cotton, every week T wauld go up and get

his wagon and carvy him two bales of cotbon to his gin holiise until.ﬁ

g0t 8 bales Garried and Ghen T commenced with Mr, Barge for 4 seti]lé-

ment, And Mr. Harge did not settle with me, T then Hailed two more

baleg of cottéhn and T Baked him again. I went to him a half dozen

times for & setilement until I had hamled 18 bales of colton and then T

askted him for a settlemant, went te him a half a dozen times for a

detllement but he wouldnt settle. He suggested to me to walt_tmtil T

had gathered all wmy crop and then we would have a setllement, not to

have Toc many sstilemsnts. T sald to M. Barge my people has to have

something to wear, thay are nalked. I held up my Tool showing him the
only shoes L had and they were not as good as these ( showing his
shoes Lo the jJury) and I said these sre the only shoeg I have got in
the world, I szid I have gathered the ocrop &8 Tast as I eonld gather 1t
and I said I have gol Lo nave something to live upon. Well hs said I
havent got time to setille. T said if you havht got time to metbtle ist
me have my cotton seed and I will see if I cant sall 2ome Lto et some-

thing to live on, that will do as well., He Had in his posséssion my’

half of the seed oul of 13 bales of cotton and has it excepl 9 bashels

of seed lhat he ket we have Lo Teed my oow.
T, tried to get him o let me hava the geed so I could sell them,:
They were goilng then at 15 dents and T could  haye

50ld them and done
33.
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vary well if he had 1let me have my seed but hs kept them in nis poms-
assion.

I had hauled him 12 bales of cotton mnd T knew he was in debt to me.,.

I consulted some lawyers in town as to whether T, Gould sell one of - ,
the bales of @ tLton, but before that I had sued Mr. Barge for a set-
tlement, tried to get a setllement out or him, I had sued him for =
setnlement and that was txied the Tirst Saturday in December. That
was before he sued out the warrant apainst me. Vinen I consalted the
lawyers to see whether I would pe correct they told me I would have a
right to sell 4t, I was in town and I had § or 4 lawyers 4o make the
talculation and they said you are out of dablt and you have a perfect
right to 8811 it. I Bbes back home and I gets & man to haul it..

lr, Powell, Oscar Powell., I got him te hanl the bale of cotton,

I gobl him to bring it to town and T sold 4t art I went bask to M,
Hargé and T said I have s0ld & bale of cotton, lets have a settlement
and lets see how we gtand. I sald ir in this bale of catton a part

of it is yours you can Eel it and 4if there 1is nothing then we can mow
exaotly how westand, v, Harge answerad and ssid what did you do -that
Tor. I saild well My, Harge I told you that my béople had to have some-
thing to eat and that, Lhey were naked and that my cehildren doiildnt

hide Their nakedness, cant do it right now, thay have got on' BVery bit
of clothing ‘they have and the only way they can get #long is that my
wilfe washes their clothés for them on Saturday nightas and they put them
on Sunday morning, washes theun ¢lothes after they hava gone to bed
and I am obliged Lo have something to go {pon,.

Mr. Barge said there is no use Lo have toeo meny selilements, one
setllenent will do, you Bather all of your erop and haagl 4t Up and wé
will make a settlement. I told him T must have something to go upon,

I sold a bale of cotion and T cdarried the bill to nim, I got the Bill
I told him exzactly whera I. sold it, that I sold it at the Warenouse -
that turns up on Madison Ave., imsediately by Nelson,: that T didnt . .

namé, that T didnt chance WY

change my pest office, that I hed sold the! bale of cotton, told him |

what it b:cught and that I had brought the bill to show for itkelr,
That it had brought $25%.07 snd I said I am now ready for a settlement,.,
He sald you have brought suit againat me Tor a settlemént, I gaig ‘that,
dont meke any difference, if we come to a setilement I gan stop that

2%,

-
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trial right now, ihat is what I to14 him.

<

I- got Mr, Hatheock to gin
the cotion. Mr. Barge had a waarant sworn out Tor me., Mr, Toberts

arrested me.  He arrssted me and carried me barore Judge Estes in
the Send Town District, Campbell County, and when wa got there I told
Mr, BEsteB Lhat I was not ready fTor trial and that I would waive trdis)
and give bond and Mr. Barge put the bond at $200.00 I could have got
ten men L0 go on my bond, with whom I had mads a trade, I had nirad
to Hr. 0., Crabfield to live with him the next year, he would have gone
on my bond. He would have gone 6n a FifTty dollar opnd., I tried to gt
Judge Istes to cut the bond down and I would make it and Judge Estes
sald 1o me ir. Harge had a right to fix the bond and thst was the bond
he required to be Tixed. They carried me to Jjail on the 7th of De-
cember, And o, Roberts came to me and dsied me what I would settla-
this matter at, I said I worked hard on Lb. Barges place, but I says
I you will go teo iIr. Barge and he will give me ten bushels of corn
to help me through the wintsr he can have the balance of the crop.:

He went to ilr. Hergs and told him and came back and sald that ha
wouldnt do it. I said well Hr. lloberte, I will take my portion in jail
The next morning I went to j=il and stayed theras an humbls prisoner
in Jail pntil the 4th day of next March.  Mr, Adahold, John Adahold
of Campbell County. He went on my bond, He is the Sheriff of Camp—
oell County. I stayed there Trom Desember to Maroh, They got & i1l
aéainat me. I lad a trial. Ar. Nesbit and lir. Roane defended me. ©
They are lawyers thal live in Campbell County. T turned over 128 bales
before I took off the bale. And there wers 875 1bs, of seed cotton
in his possession and he had my part of the cotton seed in his DPOSS—
ession. And his part too. TIT brought from five and a half 4o o-7 /8.
Every bale, all of the bales wouldlaverage 440 1bs, every 6ne of them,
At 5-1/2 cents arommd. The corn was still in the Tield, hadnt been )
gathered. I went up to gether the corn and he told me to go back and
start to pualling it. I went back and pulled it and it was 2 or X weeks
before I could get a wagon to haul it and I didnt haul it before I went
to jeil. He swore that T owed him $110.00 for provisions, in Camphell
Superior Court, and $50.00 for guano. He swore when hes Tirst got on
the stand thet O uweﬁ him, and then afterwards he swore that T had
paid him up. Mr. Roane, one of my lawyers, got after him and he snura.ﬁh‘?l
Yes sir, he said on the stand that T didnt owe anythimg for guans or
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provisions. But the only thing he claimed was damage was for my
nalf tending the crop and that the justice gave it to him. He said
apon the stand that I didnt owe him anything for provisions but, that
I hadnt cultivated the crop well. That was the Tirst time T gver heard
of not cultivating the ¢rop well. It was cultivated, I had a good
cerop, &8 good as there wes in Campbell County. I made 14 i/2 bales
of cotton. About %0 acres or a little more than 30 acres, I had in
Cultivation. About 40 in corn and cotlon too. I mads 150 or 200
bushels of corm. It Was very poor in places, soma places it was tol-
erable fair land and the botuoms, what I had in the bothoms in some
places 1t didnt made notMing because it was wet all the time. Birh
some of the corn I had was as good coym as was grown in Campbell

County.,

Ko body in the world bpt b, Harge gol on the stand, execept Mr.
Barge when cese was tried in Campbell., The judge dismissed it and
sald he wouldnt 1et shch 4 case go 40 the Jjury. And Mr, Atkinson the
Solicitor said he wodldnl prosacute such a case, and the jory foand
B verdict of not gullty. I got outl of the crop $2%5,09 and the ten bush
e8ls of corn Lhat I used in gathering my crop and I wold Mr.. Harge of
that., 1 got ten biashels of corn and one bale of cotbon. When I
was pub in jail, the cern and Todder and things of that sort, Mr,Bargé
had it hauled up ©o his hoiuse. I did not get a ghick or a blades of
Tfodder. The corn was worth in the field, about 45 cants, good corn,
He gwore that I owed him $11i0.00 for provisions zni 350,00 Tor
Uuano. Yes sir, he was asked the price on the stand and he said he
Eot from 6 1/2 40 5 5/4 and & and 7/8 along thera, T could esarn
about 312.00 per month, and get my board. Board is worth abont aix’
per month., I could get thabt & month for my work. TNot = bit of work
did I do in Jjail. 'The only work I did was to get coal and meke Tirés-
ground there for Mr. Adahoe, while in jail. I° took sibk two or three
times, while in jail. I never took ne doctors medicinag, T dont take
that. no how nardly. I took sick two or three times in jail, layirg on
the iron, I was not use to it. Yes sir, they put uds in thﬂ iron oage
every night, and I laid on iron, We had s matiress and a hlankeb. It
was colds 'There was no Wway, there was no Tire, and then I was sarruona
ed Ly iron, an iron cage, iron all over us, and we laid on iron, pret-

ty well. In the day time we would have Tiré, in the night we would
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have no fire. At 7 1/2 oclock we would go in the tage and stay there

until monring. I have nine in Tamily. I ought to have gotten my half

of every UNing. By half of part of it was 6 bales and that paid

ma out and over., The six bales that T was sntitied to would pay the

claim held by Darge agalinet m#. .I owed him Ly his own Tigures 874.71
for rations and £50.00 for guano. That is the statemsnt that he ERve
me when I laid by and went up %o his house and he gave 1t to me with
his own Tiats I had paid the amount in cotlon. Bsecalse hs allowsd me

what the cotton was going mt, the mapricet Price at hisg gin holusge.

I. gathered the crop as fast as I could. I went to work some mornings

before the sun was up, T came to Atlanta and consulted two or three

lawyersa. I 'did that at the time the crop was in the fisld, I had

brought & sult against llr. farge in the Justide Court before I nad

gathered the crop. "here was about & bale or & half a bale in the

Tield, that was all, when I filed suit in the Justide Court, My res-
son forr doing that, Mr. Farge had no papers with him.:

I had my papers
and I told ur, Estes, L dont deny s&lling the pales gf cotton and I have

done paid him all I oweid him. T waived committal becanse Mr., Estes was

Eolng to be with llry Barge in this case, I inow that because 1 saw Lt.

I waived trial and they Cixed the bond so I' coildnt give 1t for thse

superior Coart. T nmede po defense whatever, I was in Campbell Coimty

when this case was tried and they got a bill agminst mé. T know pretty
well all he said on'thne trial. I have not stated =211 that ha said,

I camt state all he said. T told ilr. Bstes if He would reduce the bond

L thought I conld give bond. I put up no defense in the Court atall,
I come w0 town once and seen a lawyer to Tile this suit for a settlea-,

ment. That i the reason 1t was not gatherad, I entered spit for set~-

tlement, and it coms off the First Saturday in Decembsr. T employed a
lawyer and he did not attend the Court. They iried the case, T hava
got saven (7) children. Only Towr childrsn big enough 4o work, bot
the oldast boy he was married. Mr. Barge simply insisted thet T gath-
exr all the crop. I'didnt do it. I wanted to coms to a settlement so I
could get my part as we were gathering the crop, that is what I wanted
us to do. If he had paid my part of it up to that time, I wonldmt " -«
have refised, to gather the rest of it. I didnt refuse to gother

+the crop, I did not.,
BG.-'
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He wanteéd meé Lo gather the balance of the crop and then come to a

settlement. He wanted me to gather all the crop. After the crop

was gathered hs refused with me for soms tims for & sattlemant,

I. naver aBked him Tor a settlement or anything of that sort, since T

got oult of prisen.. I sold no cotlon seed. I s0ld néne of the cotton

gead. No sir, I didnt ssll anything at all because Mre. Baregs head
them in his own gin houge and I had no centrol over them at all.

The last cotuon wal gathersd about the last of November, The last of

November thers wag some.cotbon 84111l in the Tfisld, a 1lititle. Thers wah

soma cotiondn ‘the Tield in Decembar, = 1ituls, 200 or %00 pounds.

g |

Soms times it is after Christmas when they Tinish Lp in gathering in

Campbell County. Sometimes they commence gatharing erops the last of

August. Tt was in the night i, Powell come thera to.get the bale,,

but T had told him to pome the naxt morning.’ Yes sir, bit understand
_¥ou, I hidd done made abrangensnta with b, Powsll Lo haul it ths next

morning and Mr. Powell wanbed Lo mele tLwo trips with his wagon and so

hie come and got my cotton 50 &% ‘Lo maks an othep Lrip o town, He

come thers at night at my house and gailed me and I didnt know who

it was. The cotLion was hagled away at night,

It was in my cotton

house. I kept a key Lo the ttoor, I notified Harge

wo or thresa days

before that T was going te hatl it away. I didnbt notify nim that

I was poing to haul it ab night, I teold him that I was Eoing to sell

some covtton, told him I was obliged to =611 soms T didnb tell him

when I was going to sell it or when I werea going to hanl 4% to the gin’

houss. ifr. Powsll helped me o lozd the cotion. I went to town on

Wednesday, I believe and then I come beEck and Lhe next morning I teld

Mr. BEarge I told him I had sold 1t and got the monsy. T didnt show hi

him the money bul I told him I had it. M», Powall is a white man, He

lived up there st Adamsville aboubt 5-4 of a mile Trom Ben Hill. T had

him in Campbell County at the time of the Lrial,: I told him to come

the next morning,: but hs come that nightt as he wantea to make two
trips with his wagon. Aboiit ten oclock I sold the cotton, _ Mr, Hath-
tock girmed it. He lived Trom kr. Bargsh 500 or 400 yvards.: Mr. Hath-

cobk mew that B had corn and cotton. He was right closs to Mr. Bargen

500 or 400 yards from him. T left with cotton about sun fp and sold
il about IO oclock. :
a7.




ne-re-cross examination:

Mr, Hathcocks gin, the. cotton was ginned, The sale of cobtton
I gold was taken from the pile. It was taken from my homs whera 1
1ived on Mr. Harges placa., I had a bals of cotton plcked ot then. b
hauled it from that place. I sald I coms back and want to Mr. Hath-
cock end setcled up Tor ginning and then T went to Mr, Barles and

+01d him L had sold the cotton.

That 12 bales and 700 1bs. of cotton, !&r. Barge had was alresdy
ginned and stored at his gin house. I fed to my cow 9 bushels of seed,
iy, Hapge consented to thad. The foidder was stacked up in the field,
There were three stacks, 950 some odd bundles. — Fodder was worth that

Tall, $1.60 per hundred bumdles. L did not gel any of that foddsr,

W. He Hill, sworn for plaintifi.
Mpeet examination Ly v, Golightly:

T'am & Pire insufance apgenu.
Q. Whera? 4., Here With the Patilles, and have been hers,' nsgrly
g yeéars. Iily home i3 in Falmetto. I was the Torspman of the Jjury that
tried this case mgainst VWesms. i, Barga was tﬁa only witness as T
remember correctly and he sald that the negro had violated the con-
tract made wiith him, and I think he said ha had resceived 12 or i3
bales of catton and sold il or thet he had it at his gin house, and
that he had given him cradit Tor that at the mariket, price, and -that
ne had him arrested and that he owed him $25.00 or $350.,00 maybae
$55.00.

On coross examination he was asked qusstions as to how much stoff
price of it and I:tpink that run over what he

he had recaived =znd tha
owed him, $70Q.00 or $75.0Q or gw4,00. Then ha claimed that the negro’

hadnt cultivated tha Crop,
sked him what the sontract was in referance o that and L

stating that the contract had been violataed

The Court &

think his explanation was thal he Had to do the hauling and ‘the sslling

and that when the crop was gatherad and sold that he would then settls

with the negro, and that the negro réfusad 1o do that and violated

the contract that he had to do the hauling and that he had Mr. Powsll

to0 haul a bale of cotton to some gin, T dont remember whose, and fi-

28.



nally He carried the bale of cotton orr and sold it and that was the
reason he Was proceeding against him.

On cross examinatoon,. I dont
remember well, Dut I think ne seid 2155

<00 for provisions and fertil-
igars and then he addsd up ths cotlon, the corn and the Toddsr and

‘whe shucks and there was a statement of the amount, T am not certain

gs Lo the amommt but I. know it was considarably over,. I tnink over 878
00 that he had received.’

I wrote tha verdiot in the box by the instrioc

tions of the Court, in favor of the defendant. I think he stated on

the stand the WeemB owed him at the time hs hauled away the cotbton
when he rirst got on tha stand.

E. L. Hathootk, sworm for plaintiff. i
%

I live somsthing liks 1/4 of & mile Tram M. Barga., T gimmad thig

I was at tha commit-
tal trial at the vime he was carrisd +o Court mafore Judge Bsteg, IT

bale of cotbon that we have been speaking about.

I remémber correctly thers was nunhing*ﬁonﬁ thera much except Mr, Eargs

announcsd that he was rgsady, or somathing to that effect, o po to
rial. The darkey claimed that, Mg lawyer wasnt here or something

like that and that he wasnt ready and that he would waive trinl,

My rémembrance ef it, is that . Estes, the Justicde propossd to Tix g |
the bond at somsthing or ctlher abuib $L00,00 prevably asked Mr. Eargs
I I'mow it was Tfinally FTixed at $100.00., ilr. Barge suggestad $200 bond,

The Court suggested $100,00 is my recollsction and ir. Harge said

$200.00. The Court finally Pixed 1t at $200.00. T was dowm at Fair-

burn at the trial as a witnessg. W, Barge hadi me subpoemezd as a witns

for him at the Justice Court trial. And also had me as a witnegs in

the Superior Court. It dont kmow that I can recollect all, L think T

can give ths substance of what Barge swors., Well. when I, Barge got p

on the stand he claimed that the darkey owed him T think $89,00 or

$100.00 something like that. And then Mr. Roane he went to question

him and wa nted to know what provisions he got amnd al11. The $99.00
he claimad the Justice Court had given him on a suit that the darksy
brought zgainst him for a settlement. After the cross axamination{ﬂﬁh
Judgse decided he owed him nothing and T bslisve he seid he would dis—
miss tha case. I think 12 bales in all or a little ovar, is what
Harge swore he had gottan from ths negro at the tims at ths time hs

Eugt'
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acld the bale of cotton. I saw tha lawyers, I suppose, make 2 calol~
jation. Well, the way they all Tigured 1t out he didnt owe him any.. -
thing. The state had me subpodnead at Fairburn, Mr. Barge at Estes
Court.. Mr. Barge put my name on the warrent., Yes sir, or had it
done .. .
Q. You want bafore the (Grand Jury? A, Yes sir,

I simply statad that he had a bale of ® tlon ginned ai ny plade bs-
fore the grand Jjury. Nothing more than that, I saw a statemenl made

out by kr. Barge that the negro had in his possession shortly befors

I gimmed the cotton. Well, I didnt see anything only for $70.00

odd dollars, I dont remembsr soma 375,00 ths best of my receollection
$70.00 somathing; I saw a littls of the negros ¢rop around the housse
one day when I went after soms basksts, I dont know how it locked,

I suppose it was an averaga.’ 14 balaes on 30 acres is an averags crop
talting the Country ovar. Some places it takes four acres L0 make a

; bale. Some of tha land the negro cultivated dees very well, some of
it i3 red land, from what I saw of it. Nr. Tlogns the lawyer made cal-
culation, and the Judgs alterwards. Thaey all mads a calculation and
it écma cut aceerding Lo ths calcalation that tha darikey owed him noth
ing when the warrant was sworn ot awi therefore the Court divscied a
wveardict.. It is tras that . Bargs contendad that the negro was in—
debtaed to him. That is what he saild when he went on.the stand,

Ha said according to the Justide of the Pasace that there was $99.00,:

that in a suit broughit by this man against ir., Bargs that thers was

a judgment rendered for $89.00 in Tavor of ir. Barge. I testified
before the grand Jary. Tha Fforsman of the grand jory examined me., A
Asked me questions and I answersd them. . Barge wasnt there I know.
He didnt testify. It is true the Grand Jury without the testimony of
Mr, Harge Tound = trus bill against this negro. Mxr. Earge said as
far as the sccount wasconc¢arnad for provisions and giagno debt he owed
him nothing but he claimed damages for not making the crop, & SOrry ¢n
CTOPe He claimed damages becaussa he didnt make a good crop., Ha
didnt claim that ha owed him enything slse, not Tor pmvisions or
anything like that.
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w. H. Abbott, sworm T laint

I am a farmer at prasant, and 1iva one fourth of a mile from Barge.:
1. was 2t the trial in Campbell Superior Court. The Amount stated or
claimed by Mr. Barge after being presszed was that Wesms,owed him
about $110,00 and for merghandise amounting td $50.00. He steted he
had gotten twelve bales of o tton Trom VWeems. I saw tha darkies
¢rop. Well the part of the crop next to Lhe house Wwas Very goed- Is
will say it was Tine for that year. I livad close by thers and I know
the land pretty wall, about what quantity of land it iss I wounld proe-
nounce it a good crop considsring the land, Ny proparity is two mlles

away, I am sorry to state it bul the nEegTro mads more cobton than I

did or as much.

B, H, Wallece, sworn Tor plaintiii,
T live in this County. I 1ivse aboul & mils or a little over Irom

' Barge., I lmow the land tha darksy cultiveted in 18387, Mr, Barges land,
That land lay in Campbell County. I s=aw some of the ¢rop.' I consid-
ared it a very fair crop Tor the land. The crop Wes &5 EQod &8 I éver
saw on that lamd; that is for a long tima, since the land has beern
g§01ds "That is the oo tton, Ths corn is very sorry most of it -at the &
tine, some time it is pratty good, SOme of It is very vsric,r S0TTY,- heap
of it is drowned oizt.. iy Tather cul%iveted it ons ysar probably WO
years. I would considsr that a good ¢rop of cobtton for the land, The
corn was drowned out in the low places, and it was shaded pratty

sharply, the bottoms wers.

f:: ﬂ. _Ba,rgal- ths defendanb sworn.

T am a Tarmsr. I did not go befora the grend Jury. Nor did I send

any body before the (Grand Jury. I was subpeoenesd te go to the

Superior Court. By the golicitor general. I think he was arrested

on Saturday maybe, any way he was amrested, it may have been on on-
day, it was some time during the week. T dont recollect exastly abolt

eny suggestion. T just stated to the justice as he asked me ‘sombthing

about it. I told
31.

him that I sesn in the gonstitution that in Atlanta
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caseg. I had nothing to do with fixing the bond. I sword it oub
pecause I thought he had taken off my cotLon for somathing that was
not due him and that he was trespassing upon my rights.» He hed baen
to ma Tor & Baitllement for soms tims. T told him I wagted him to
gather the crop up, that I would settls with him as soon as he got
ths crop out. When ha wanted to settle, L had 6 or 7, not exceeding
8 bales oFf cotton then., All the rest was in -tha field,” It woald take
to pilck thesix bales some whare in the neighborhocod of $%0.00 sonme-
whavra lilke that The corn was not gathered at that time. I' told him
I didnt lmow what was going to happen and that L wanted him to gsbt
the crop out. Hs said he wanted z setLlement, that he wented a sattle-
mant, and he wanted to sue me or somathing of tha kind,.,, Hs was to
nave Half the crop. The contract was that I was simply to give him ons
half he medse. Of courss L was to have pay Taor rations and guano.
He wes to have one half after the expenses wara paid. Incould not
tell how much corn and cebton he was entitled to until it was gathered.
The cotton was standing in the Field in-ths month of November, The
cotton was rot all gathered in the month of Wovembers It was nob
gathared the lst of Decsmber., Some of it was in January, picked
out. some in January. The cotton at the time 1t was gathersd and haul-
ad in was damaged, by the rain and weather.

I think I got the cnstomary pricée For it, somswhers aboub one half or
%/4, something like that, less than the market value. &t ths time
the bale of @itton was hauled away I claimed something sgainst Weems..
I claimed that he was indebted to me I did not give consent 4o his
hauling away bale of Cotbon T Imew nothing sbout 4i%t., It was naar
about a week before I neard of it. Weems told me abott it. T didnt
testify until the case coma on Tor trial in the Superior Chuwrt, Irdid
not admit that I owed Weems. There is one fact thab I want to state
about that Court at Fairburn., When I was on the stani I was & lithle
hoarse like I am today and they kept hallowing at ms to spsak out
lotder and T would bs on a strain like I am now to get, them to hewr
me. . Roane asked me, I believe it was, aboubt how much éobton 1t was
and so on and then the jodgs aslktad me now much he owad snd I told
them that I-had got a judguent against him, for $99.95 and that he

owad me mors, som& $65.00 nore $60.0Q any how. .
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ye11, I was £0ing Lo show them what I had given him credit for and wnab

the cOrmn and cotton that was left brougnt and that it brought it

L

down to 365.00 that he owed me.

They asked me the (uestion about the cotton, how much it was, what
T had furnished and so on, They sprung it on me., I didnt think
about such a thing as that and I had to go and give it from Ly meanory.’
And they asked me what cotton there was and so on and T Jjust gave it to
them as & Buess work and nothing acourately, and they made the calcu-
I never have nor I dont admit it now.. I am trying
Mo,

lation in that way.
to explain aboit Fro. Hill, telling ahbout how it was figured up.
Hills I believe was one of them that understeed it that way and some
of the balance of them. I didnt edmit that he didnt owe me anything.
I suppose about fifty acres Weems cultivated,” He had two horses.. The

best :estimate I could get a2t iz about 152 bashels of corn he made..

There was BOO and some odd bundles I think it was of Todders
Well about 24, 24 or 2B some whara alengthere, Lushsl of sead Lo the

bale, Some of them weighed <440, scme of them weighed a 1ittlé less

and some more. I think they average 485 or 4%0. I gold it at differ-

amt prices. I think it brousght 'vom § to § 1/2. He made 152 bushels

C1F

of cormn.

ad to have him arrested. And I ¥mew that in the event the Court bound

him over that he would have to give bond Lo go to the Superior Court

I lméw if they bound him over and he didnt give bond He
didnt Tirst say that he thought $100.00

I knew that.

wolld have o go wo Jjail. He

bond would do I did not tell ir. loberts that I would li¥ke to have

the bond Tixed big enough to put him in. Well, I told him as I said

awhile ago that I saw where the Justice Courts here in towm in such
cases had required such bonds, that is just the suggestion I made Lo

him. My wife was sick the day the grand jury met. I couldnt get oub

that day.

the Court at all.
T knew when I went down there to testify on the stand against

the Superior Court, I knew I was going down there to testi-

Weems ;rﬂ’*
Ty apainst him for a bill they got against him Tor I said he stole my

She died and I stayed there two weeks and never went near
T. didnt go until I went down there to the Superior

Court..

Well, they had bronght an indictment against nim without my

cotton.
I hadnt been before the

peing down thers, L wasnt there at all.
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grand Jury, I hadnt heard any person say anything about it ail. I
gont say that in reason I never knew it, bat that I ¥mew nothing about
it, IT he Tead it during that time I dont know it, I dont kmow that
I did hear him read its

I heard him read that indictment beforae I got on tha stand., So-
1icitor Oeneral asked me if he owed me Aand I told him he did, I will
tell you what I said, Mr, Roans commenced and aslied me what was this
for, and how much for this and tother how much he made, and he got ms
bothered about things anl estimeting, and that iz the way he rin it
gp and I- told him all the time that he owed me, Yes the Judge done
1ike this, T will stete Lhat he asked me how much was this and how much
was that and got his head tarned the other way. L told him -hat
L -::liflrrt.- make the caletlation that way. I told them that I, had never
had no settlemsnt no way, that he owed me so mach It knew, that I knew
that I had got Jjudsment Tor so much., L&t meé answer your question right
now. You aslked the question aboul the cotton and I wanted to answer
it ewhile ago. I think I may explain it. T was not keeping the accoudy
separately it all comes in & bulk. OF cougrse L ¢en tell by I‘Qferinhg“_ﬁ
to. my books about ih. I knew this case was pending hers; and I Tigured
up to see liow much the crop come to. I made the calculation, I have
no calclhiation here, Weems got & bale of cotuon. I think it was
08,00 er 824,00. It weighed. about the same as the other baleg. He
sgid he got ten bushals of corn, I dont Imow how much he got. I dont
Imow what else he got. He got B0 bushels ol cotton seed that he
g0l to my son for a debt he owad him, He sold cotton seed to my
son” some time during that time, I cant tell yoh the date., He got
80 bushels of cobton seed and sold them Lo my son, He told my son he
would give him 80 bushels out of the gin and I accepted the order. $8/
give him 80 bushels at the gin. Accepied it for my son. My son gat
the sesd, he got them through me, T told him. I told him did he say
that Weems said it was all right and he +told me ves. Weems said noth-
ing to me about owing my son 80 bushels of colton seed, my son said 80
and T turned them over to my son without seeing Weems.. He was owing
my son and I agreed for him to take it out in seed. I am not posi-
tive that I did see Weems, but I had authority from my son to do so.

T dont say that I did, Had any talk with Weems about it.
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There were 80 bushels of cotton seed, a bale of cotton, I0 biishels af

sorn he £0t, I dont know what else, if he got anything else I dont know
what it was. At time I sued out warrant there 12 or 15 balas-of
cotton 2t my gin, that Weems delivered there. L dont recollect whether

34 was 12 bales or not, I know it was soms where about that,.

pefore the 15th of November, 1897, he had deliversd 12 bales, near-
1y 1% to my gin and had hauled off one, and that made 1% 1/8 and I had

a little remnant, piclking out of some cotton. He hadnt been plcking

very much befora, his fanily had been picking. His famlily and &
lot of hands piasked it. 1 had corn gathered before (hristmas It
nust have been in December, I -gatherad coin. Ak tha time I gathered
this corh Weems was in jaile I believe it was ten ol eleven loads of
corn.  Two horse 103&5,‘ILlﬁ£&BurBd up I think about, it ron Lo about
1%8 hushels the way I figured it., Weemns people atayed there a part

or piece of day at Tirst and helped gather, sometning Iike 4,00 or

85,00 it Would cost to haul the corn and gathen it, It would cost to

pall doWwn that corn five or six dollers, T mean it wogld cost five ar

gix follars to gather and haul the corn His family L think commericed
the first dey and pulled a little bit and quite. I dddnt Ffurnish them
anything alter he got in jail. I have sold some off the érop, He was

in jeil all the tims I was gatherding the crop and he left there, It

never tendered him & part of that crep.. I suggested a larger bond

than he had given before, the othars were all bonds Tor $60.00.

rilagged for defandant.

. He Weemnms rocallad.

The Jjudege appointed me sounsel and [ employed an other to help him.

T employed two. I agresad Lo give them $20.00. I give my note for it.,

We agree that the within prief is B true ani correct brief of the

evidence adduced en the trial of the case of W. H. Wesms vs. AW,
Parge therain referred Lo

.- 1899, P. ¥. Bmith, & R. R. Shropshira,
| THig ST S, ' Attys Tor Harge.

Hont & CGolightly, Attys for Weems,
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